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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





« Blessed are they which do hun- 


rand thirst after righteousness : for they shall be 


ge 
filled.°—Mat. v. 6. 


We may consider hunger and thirst in relation both 
to what is nataral to the constitution and to what is 
acquired by habit 

It isconstitutional with man to hunger and to thirst 
for food and drink which nature has provided for his 
support; and there could not have been found a better 
cra more instructive figure by which to represent the 
moral constitution of man, in relation to righteousness ; 
for us it ix impossible for the body to be in health with- 
out receiving that aliment which nature has provided 
for its support, so the wind cannot en}. ¥ trae hoppi- 
pes without partaking of that righteousness of God in 
which it is jostibed before him. 

In this view of our subject we perceive a clear light, 
by which one ofthe principle errors of talve do- rine be 
detected. 
urally opposed to righteousness. 


Il mean the absurd notion that man ts nat- 
It this were the case, 
then righteousness would be inconsistent with his mor- 
al constitotion, and by no means Calculated to render 
him blessed. When the infant first discovers the sign 


ef hunger, itis well knewn that this want t- for what 


kind uatare has in stere for this weak and tender being, 
and there is no necessity for applying to some profound 
fector of divinity to reveal some hidden wystery 
the child 


burning against 1 because it is opposed to that which i 


eave trom a vindictive vengeence which is 
perfectly adapted to its constitution and accommodat- 
ed to iis condinon, When the blessed Jesus tock ht- 
the children im his arms and bleseed them, and suid, ** of 
euch is the kingdom of beaven,’? be was not speaking 
of beings who were naturally opposed to that righte 
ousness which Constitutes this kingdom. 

if we inquire into the nature of divine righteousness 
our subject will be still more evident. Divine righte- 
ousness js al comprehended in love; for God is love; 
hiv love, therefore, to his creatures and their love to 
him and to eaeh other are the sum of divine righteous- 
ness. But love is not a blind, arbitrary principle ; it 
acts consistently with the constitution and relatien of 
things, Ifmon were constitntionally and naturally op- 
posed to God it would be impossible for God to love 


ins 


because it would be contrary to the nature of 
iing And en the other hand, it would be equally 
impossibh for man to love God, there being no relation 
in whieh such love could act. 
suceessfully pursued by examining it tn relation to man 
himself. The righteousness of God requires fhat man 
thonld Jove his neighbor as himself. Now if there were 
no constitutional relation between one man and anoth- 
ar, this requirement would be arbitrary. But there ts 
a close connexion, a constitutional relation between 
men, and they are required fo love one another in con- 
forinity to this relation ; and this love is the ful@lling of 
the law of God. * He that loveth auother bath fulfil- 
Jed the law.” 

The trae application of our text tay now be made. 
Blessed are they which do hunger aud thirst for the 
sweet and nourishing bread and water of life, which are 


love to God and love to mankmd., 


Some may here wich the privilege of stating an ob- 


jection, which would fault the foregoing reasoning, be- | 


cause it precludes the necessity of conversion. The ob- 
jector says; if man is naturally inclined to hunger and 
to thirst after righteousness, as the infant is naturally in- 
clined to hunger for the food which nature has provid- 
ed to sustain and strengthen it, then there is no need of 
conversion. To this objection the reply suggests, that 
the scripture doctrine of conversion knows nothing a- 
bout changing man from the natural constitution in 
which his Creator bras placed him, but from the errors 
and sins into which he has wandered by departing 
from that righteousness which is the very life and peace, 
the health and joy of his nature. 

The Savjour represented the sinner by one that is 
sick, ** They that are whole need not the physician, 
but they that are sick.”? Again he represents the sin- 
ner by a sheep gone astray; and he represents a peni- 
tent sinner by a Jost sheep restored to the fold. And if 
we examine other en. blems, found in scripture, we shall 
find that sin is as unnatural to man as dies and spots 
are to a garment of pure white ; and the gospel of man‘s 
salvation we shull find represented by pure water de 
-igned to wash out those strains and to free us from 
every spot of sin. 

If we contemplate bunger and thirst in relation to 
appetite acquired by habit, we shall find turther light 
reflected on our subject. Hunger and thirst are natur- 
al to man as we have already observed; bot habit 
tends to-vary the appetite, and to create a particolar 
desire fora certain kind of food or drink. <A person 
far removed from the home of his youth, and deprived 
of the kind of tood te which be had beeu used, though 
his living may be sumptuous in otber respects, he will 
soon find that nothing is so desirable as the food to 
which be had been habitusted. So likewise, a person 
travelling through strange Jands, finds the water to be 
different from that of the favorite spring which slacked 


the water rendered doubly acceptable by use. 


may be viciated, and a person, by ure, may acquire an 
appetite for what is unsavery aud injurious to health. 
W hen this is the case medicine may be necessary and 
a reformation indi-pensable. When Jesus preached the 
pure doctrine of the righteousness ef God, the common 
people, who had not viciated their appetites by the 





jat the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
|mouth; but the erroneously doctrinated scribes and 
|pharisees murmured and complained, for they bad no 
wppetite for such kind of food. A person whose appe- 
tite is viciated by the use of food or drink which ts 





This subject way be | pernicious to heath, will nauseate at the best and most | 


istapce, a skillful physician would say, blessed were 
: t ys 


j this man if he could hunger and thirst after wholesome 
'food and heathful drink. 


There is no greater blessing in nature, that people 
can enjoy, than a good appetite fur their food, when 
the bounties of Providence have amply supplied their 
tables, 
enjoy no greater favor, thau to have a proper relish for 


So in a moral or in a religions sense, man can 


the righteousness of God, which he has so abundantly 
manifested in the gospel of his Son. We do welb here 
to notice the tense in which our text pronounces those 


blessed who hunger and thirst after righteousness, It 





blessed when they hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, 

It may be proper to suggest that people are liable to 
be deceived, and to think that they hunger and thirs! 
after righteousness, when in fact they do not. No 
doubt there are thousands who are desirous of being 
righteous, in their view of righteousness, not becavsee 
they have any real love for it, but because they have 
been taught to believe that if they are righteous in this 
world, they are to reveive a state of endless happiness 
for it, in the future world, Such people should rm fect 
that it is not righteousness which they hunger and thiret 
after, but it is something which they cali heaven here- 
after. If a person were offered a vast sum of money 
for eating but a morsel of some very nau-eous food, he 
might be in earest to obtain it, and in great haste to eat 
it, but it would be abeur: to suppose that the gian hun- 
gered for what was +o disagreeable. 

It is hoped that these reflections may lead the mind 
to contemplate the real sweetness of divine righteous- 
ness, and assist it in acquiring a relish for the bread of 
life, by use. The more we habituate ourselves in ex- 
ercising love to our merciful Creator end Saviour, avd 
the more we practice love and tenderness towards our 
fellow wen, the stronger our desires will be to hecome 
enlarged in these graces, and the more blessed we ehafl 
be in their enjoyment. 


Make me to hunger, O my God, 
For righteousness divine ; 

Increase my thirst, thou only good, 
For Jove’s eweet flowing wine. 


From noisome dregs of sin and strife, 
Wilt thou my soul set free, 

That | may taste those streams of life, 
Which gently tlow from thee, 





his thirst when at home, will feel a peculiar desire for! 
This | 
subject may be traced until we discover that appetite | 


use of false doctrine, heard him gladly, and wondered | 


/ wholesome provisions, and will refase the purest water. 
from the cooling spring. In relation to such a circum- 


is not said, that they shall be bleSsed in some fature 
state ; but it says, blessed are they, that is, they are | 


Inwrought within this beart of mine, 
May thy rich favors grow, 

And ail my powers to thee incline, 
The more of thee to know. 


Then freed from sin, and blest in thee, 
My longing soul shall prove 

The frvit of life’s unfading tree, 

And tulluess of thy love, 


———D 2S 


From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 





ANOTHER VICTIM 


To the Doctrines of Endless Torture! 





A Mrs P———., of Vernon, in this State, a widow 
With a numerous family of Children, bos been thrown 
lo a state of delirigm bry the pious labors, of the re- 


t 


nowned Asahel Netiicton, the wen who tas rashily wand 


Wupionsty Caled himsedd © Jesus Christ.” Phe circam- 
j . 

istances which led te the sacrifice of Chis yictim to su- 
been able to asce riaita 


perstitien, so tar as we have 


them, appearto be more prestiay (uous and reprehensi- 
bie than those of any other cass which has come to our 
knowledge. Having several imes called on the fasnaity 
and by Ins usuai arts succeeded in de Stroy iny the peace, 
arousiiig the lear. aiid nearly throwity the uitidd ol Airs, 
P, into distraction, ‘ir, N. called again to« Omplete the 
work so happily begun; with a trightfal ond frenzied 
sare, he bxed tis eyes on the different members of the 
family and then with aS) imagine dle sanctimonious sol- 


empity, extrbited a Book, we belicve the Bible, und in- 
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forming Mrs. P. that it contained the names of the elects, 
and that he would read from it (he desfimies of her fam- 
ily, he proceeded to repeat the names of fwo of the fam- 
ily, which had actoally, or appwently been written in 





But the occasion of assembling tv part, is the 
same. This day closes our relation with each 
other; and while with St. Paul, i can conset- 
entiously say, that, (as far as my power would 





the Book. The residue of the family including herself 


efernal destruction—they were to be placed on the Jeff 
hand and to receive the awful sentence ‘ depart ye 
cursed,” &c. Vhis scene was too much for the excited 
and half distracted mind of the poor women. Tt was a) 
shock, which quite extinguished, and perhaps forever, 
mental dark- 
ness and delirium ensued. Mrs. P. bos been visited by | 
one or more of the Physicians from this City, and is re- | 
presented to be in astute of settled and confirmed deli- 
rium. 


sions as these who have studied out * a. omy mventions? 


the feeble and glimmering light of reason: 


It is the advocates of such practices and delu- 


to raise money to support missions for the purpose of 
converting the heathen, Are we not told that charty 
begins at home; and as long as ench dark oud demo- 
niacal delu-ions as the-e prevail among us, would it 
not be well to keep our woney ond aiissionaries at 
home? There is work enough in cor own enlightened | 
country, for many laborers in the intelectual fiele, to 
dispel the clouds of darkness, to resist the desolating 
progress of fanaticism and folly, to difuse the fight of 
truth, to ** vindicate the ways of God to man” and 
unfold the goodness of disine providence. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





A Valedictory Adress to a School 
ACTS XX. 


The character and conduct of St. Panl, is 
marked with affection, zeal, and patriotism. As 
an opposer of the christian system, as a bold de- 
fender of the christian faith, as a violent perse- 
cutor, and a persecuted disciple, be stands fore 
most among the apostles. For patiently endur- 
ing injuries, for Grmness in darfger, for boldness 
yet moderation in conflict, and for resignation 
under injuries and oppression—he is a perfect 
example for imitation. In the chapter alluded 
to, he appears tn a very amialie light, a most 
affecting character. Under circumstances pecu- 
liarly interesting, and with prospects gloomy 
and dangerous, we now behold bim takipg an 
affectionate farewell of those with whom he had 
so long been associated, and to whom he had so 
Jong and faithfully and successfully ministered. 
Always eloquent, he appears now peculiarly so, 
when recounting in a plain, unvarnished style 
the interest he had taken in their welfare, the 
humble services he had rendered, and, while af- 
‘fectionately parting with them, he devoutly 
eommends them toa divine protection. A hum- 
ble sense of his own abilities, and a devout wish 
for their happiness, seem to have occupied his 
whole attention and absorbed every personal 
feviing. He parts with them feelingly—he re- 
ceives all the expressions of gratitude and ten- 
deruess they couid give—he sees their tears, he 
endeavors to check them faintly, while in si- 
lent sorrow they accompany bir to the ship. 

The chapter just read, together with the fore- 


: tend.) “ J have kept back nothing (hat would 
not being of the elect were vessels of wrath, destined to | extend.) KC} 8 


be protitable to you,” [can with him, in. true | stability to withstand the evils, the vices and 
jsincertty and affection, devoutly ‘commend you 


to God, who is able to prosper every humbie | the virtue o! the bestofmen? Do you beheye 


attempl, and to give success to every sincere 
effort. May he crown with a blessing that 
which has been commenced and continued with 
honest yet feeble endeavors ; and finish that 
with power, and energy, and good effect, which 
was begun in acknowledged weakuess. 

Atier thus committing you to the care of a 
wise and tender Father, | might here with great 
propriety close this address. But there are 
some subjects so inseparably conuected with 
your interest and my feelings, that | am impelled 
to give them a few moments consideration.— 


They are the parimg counsels of atlection, they 
deserve your uudivided attention. 


St. Paul speaks feelingly of his trials and la- 
bors as a spiritual teacher. But though hi-, 
irom many pecuiiar causes, were very severe— 
it must ever te acknowledged that the duties 
connected with the office of a teacher are fre- 
quently unpleasant, dificult to perform, and 
many umes painfuliy arduous. Even when se- 
conded and assisted by the good conduct and 
best exertions of his scholars, a faithful instruc 
tor Hnds much of care and perpiexity, in the 
discharge of hisduty. ‘lo be placed over a con- 
siderabie number of chiidren of diilerent ages, 
tempers, inchuations and capacities; to consuil 
and steadily pursue the good of all without re- 


‘spect or partiality; to fix the aliennon of the 


thoughtless; to raise the ambition of the indo- 
lent, and check the presumption of the bold; to 
give encouragement to the (umd, aod reciaim 
the errors and vices of the wilfal and obstinate ; 
to punish the idle with lenity, and reward the 
industrious with equity—to do all these, and pre- 
serve the love and good will of the school, are 
objects of the highest importance and require 
po small share of labor, ingenuity and prudeace 
Under the impression of these truths, | have not 
been discouraged ; but can say, in humble imt- 
tation of the christian champion —‘ none of these 
things move me;’ neither have | counted my 
troubles any thing as regarding myseil, if so be 
{ might fimsh my services among you accepia- 
bly, and the trust, to which I have been com- 
missioned, with advantage to you. 

I wish I could bestow on you all an equal ap- 
probation. Some of you on reflection, must 
have somewhat to regret. A faithful con- 
science must accuse you of thoughtléssnes-, of 
levity, of time mispent, of opportunities neg 
lected, of means of instruction disregarded and 
misimproved. While my regard tor your edu. 
cation has led me not to confine my services to 





going remarks, naturally yet forcibly bring to 
mind circumstances somewhat simfiar to those 
under which we have now assembled. Not that I 
would by any means intimate that my services 
er character bear any resemblance to St.i’aul’s. 





school hours only, but has employed a jarge 
proportion of my private time vut of school, | 
am convinced (and with sorrow I make the as- 
sertion) that your own minds will reproach you 
of heedlessness, of indolence, of folly and waste 
of time while in it. ‘These seasons of instruc- 





—— ey 


vy 

I ime is hurrying sou 
Do you think Your present 
kuowledge cuflicient te carry you with honor 


tions cannot always last. 
on to manhood. 


and safety through a treacherous world? 





agine you possess snfficie , 
}youimagine you posse ufficient firmness and 
temptations which beset and sometimes Conquer 


|your present learning will fully enable you to 
lavoid or successiuiiy withstand the dangers , 
difficulties which might obstract you Ms aan 
ling the mazy paths of ule? Ordo you depend 
on future years lo make good your present de. 
ficiency? Alas my chiidrea—tisien to the voice 
of truth and expenence ;—leain from at that 
early habits of toiy are not Cusity overcome 
ihat the same disposition (o stupid beslect which 
you now aliow im your-eives, wiil be tcreased 
and become wore obstinace by miduigeoce; that 
early inattention ts the sign of (uture ignoran e, 
that eariy indiscreion points mevitably vw jae 
ture shame. be per-uaded then to attend to 
instruction in early lifle—endeasor carly to be- 
come wise—-1inpress on your minds this solemn 
fact that late rey cotance for present mattention 
will mar every enjoyment —that ihe knowledge 
you may expect to gaw in later years will be 
aulttended with bitter experieuce and that i will 
assurediy Come ioo jaie when necessily requires 
itto be a guide to your conduct. 

Moral viitue willbe one of your bighest ac- 
quisitions, and wiil be a perfect finish to your 
character, and cau-e then to be held in highest 
estimation. Inconsistent with this is every un- 
just action, and every foolish, obscene, and pto- 
fuane expression. There is no person whose 
character is perfectly despicable, but what is in- 
clined to indecency and profanity. Vulgar 
words are evidence of lowest breeding, and 
mean, sordid, grovelliug ideas—impious oaths 
and irreligious expressions, cursing and sweat- 
ing, are certain signs of a vicious depraved 
heart, and give prools of a soul already ripening 
in iniguity. How horribie to every feeling, 
benevolent, honest mind it appears, and how 
parucularly odious it must be to the ear of the 


| Aiunghty, to hear profane language from infant 


isps—to hear the name ot God (a name which 
~hould excite only reverence and adoration) lisp- 
ed forth carelessly anc foolishly by young child- 
ren, who are too inexperienced to judge of his 
power, and their dependance on him, or are too 
insensible of their guilty language, and the dis- 
grace and danger which attends the common use 
of it. It any of you have practised this danger- 
ous habit, or in any degree become slaves to this 
wretched custom, sufl r a friend to persuade 
you to refrain iv future from so vile a practice, 
Put a guard on your lips, lest you inadvertently 
commit yourseives, and mark your characters 
with a vice degrading to any man, and totally 
unbecoming a christian. Let purity of converts 
sation mark ail your iwtercourse, and harmony 
aud kindness be apparent in all your actions. 
Some of you this day complete your youthful 
studies. You this day give up your connexions 


with school and school-concerns. You will nev- 





er, perhaps, as feliow scholars, mect again.— 


Do 





a 
3 
<<: 
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You now take a tarewell of ussoctates tendered 

earer to youly having been for years engaged 
in similar parsaits, sports, and studies—a last ng 
farewell of the companions of your early life.— 
It must occasion some disagreeable feelings at 
the thought of quitting connexions and pursuit- 
which have so long been established, as well as 
at the idea of the part you are soon to act on the 
theatre of life. New duties, new cares, new 
scenes await you. As you have been pupils of 
my care—so you will continue to be subjects of | 
my best hopes. Your future respectability and! 
ysefulness will be my greatest satisfaction—a 
satisfaction which will be scarcely inferior to 
your own reflect, that my humble services have 
been instrumental to your honor and happiness. 

The probability is that you this day take| 
teave of this house which has soe long been the | 
place of your assembling. **Who is there among 
you that saw this house in its first glory,” and. 
how do you see it now. Perhaps at the time of 
it« being erected, which was about nineteen 
years since it might well accommodate the then 
number of scholars. But it is now bordering on 
secay—and we entertain hopes that before | 
another school season shall arrive the district. 
will be accommodated with an edifice larger 
and more convenient than the one where we 
have usually met, which is now crumbling to) 
ruin. Connected with these reflections on the 
demolition of this butiding, bangs a serious 
thought—these fabrics of our bodies will soon 
be demolished—soon wili they mingle with ong- 
inal clay. ‘Time flies unheeded, unregarded, 
but his fight is con tant and rapid Death re- 
regards no man’s prospects or condition—his 
law is universa! and inmevitabie. Soon will the 
places which knew us, know us 50 more ; soon 
will the spirits which inhabit these feeble frames 
wing their flight to other words. 

In buiding you farewell, [ ieave with you the 
best wishes of an affectionate beart for your 
welfare. May God guide us safely through the, 
changing scenes of lif2, and when * these earth-| 
ly tabernacies of clay shall be dissoived, may 
we meet ina building, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens,’ to enjoy an in- 
tercourse which has no end, and happiness 
which is subject to no vicissitudes. J. H. 
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Some suggestions for the consideration of those who, 
because they believe that all people, who live a this 
world without the knowledge of the gospel are incapa- 
ble of either exercising their Leorts in the trae fear of 
God, praying to him by the spirit of true faith, so as to | 
be heard of him, or even of performing any act which 
is acceptable with him; and being contivent that all 
such are forever miserable hereafter, are exciting them- 
selves to the utmost to beg woucy for missionary pur- 
poses, 

Brethren, | am of opinion that your sentiments, above 
expressed, are not oply dishonorable to our Father in 
heaven; but are evidentiy in opposition to bis written 
word. As proof of this you are invited to consider with 


attention the account we have of Cornelius before he 
Was directed to send for Peter, by whom be was to be 


consider, that whatever Co neius was before he recriy 

ed the gospel other wen of every nation may be before 
they hear the preaching of the some gospel. Of this 
Cornelius it is said, Acts x. ii, * A devout man and 
one that feared God with al] his house, which gave 
much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway ” 
And that the prayers and arms of Cornelius were ac- 
ceptable to God, we have evidence in the 3d and 4h 
verses: ** He sawin a vision evidently, about the nintt 
hour of the day, an angel of God coming in to him, and 
saying unto him. Cornelius, And, when he looked on 
bim, he was afraid, and said, what is it, Lord?) And 
he said unto him, thy prayers and thine alms are com: 
up for a memorial before God,” 

You wil) bear in wind that this religions character of 
Cornilins was pot formed by Peter’s preaching, for it 
was formed and established before be ever heard of 
Peter. The sentiment for which I here 
again very clearly expressed by Peter after he went to 
Cornelins. When Cornelius had informed P. ter the 
particular circumstance woich led him to send for bim, 
Peter replied, see verses 34, 35, ** Phen Peter opened 
his mouth, and said, of a truth I perc ive that God is 
no respector of persons: but in every nation be that 
feareth him and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
By these words we may learn, that there 


contend Is 


with Lim.” 
never was a nation so circumstanced, that piety to- 
wards God, and such righteousness as is acceptable 
with him were practised by none; for these words evi- 
dently imply that man in every Dation might both fear 
God and work righteousness, 

If to the foregoing considerations we add the pro- 
mise, which God made to the Fathers, that io Jesus all 
the nations, all the fauilies, ond ali the kindreds of the 
earth sbal] be blessed, it seems evident that, relying, 
with confidence, on the divine veracity, we may safe- 
ly beheve thet even the heathen, who bave never beard 
of the covenont of divme mercy, are the iuheritance 
and possession of the Son of God, according to Pealu 
HN. terse 8. Hi. B. 


» 





New Publication. 

We are happy thet we cap miorm our readers and 
the public, thatthe tev. Sera STETson’s (Plymouth, 
Mass.) ** Sux Sermons, containing some remarks on 
Mr. Andrew Fuiler’s reasons for believing thal the fu- 
(ure punishment of the wicked well be endless, are pub- 
lished agreeably to the request of many who heard 
them.”” 

A hope is entertained that the proprietors of this 
work will forward a Dumber of copies to this office, for 
the accommodation of our friends in this city. 

We present our readers the following, as a specimen 
of our brothers use and epplication of scripture. It is 
the fore part of the first Sermon. 





%* Search the Seriplures.°—John v. 39. 


It is said, that Mr. Fuller was requested by an Uni- 
versalist to give hiw the reasons why he believed that 
the future punishment of the wicked would be endless: 
and be gave him the four followmg, +z. 

Reason 1. ** ll those passages of scripture which 
describe the future states of men in contrast,” 

The foliowing passages Mr. Fuller thinks, were de- 
signed to express the '* Final Siates ef Men.” If it 
cap be made evident, that be is mistaken in this parti- 
culor, bis first reason is not conclusive. | think the 
patsages do not express the * Final States of Men ;” 
but the character apd condition of men in this life. It 
is true that those, who transgress the divine Jaw, are 
cursed iv so doing; and, as all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God, every mouth must be stopped, 
ind the whole world become guilty before God. But 
if God ean love one sipner so as to reconcile him to 








You will duly 


instructed in the doctrine of the gospel. 


uimself, and so save him from the curse, be can Jove 


and save every soul, on tie same principle, 





And, it it 
appears from the divine testimony, that God is in Chirist 
reconciling the world unto bimself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them, then all men shall finally become: 


reconciled to God, delivered from sin and the curse, 


and obtain the blessing of eternal salvation. So far as 
men possess a wrong temper, they are cursed, and so 
far as they possess a right temper they are blessed. 

But we will examine the texts Mr. Fuller bas col- 
lected, and make some remarks upon them. 

Psal. xvii. 14, 15. ** Men of the world who have 
their portion in this life—J shall be satisied when t 
wwake in thy likeness.” 

Remark,—Mr. F. quotes Mat. xxiv. 51, “* And ap- 
point bim Lis portion with hypocrites,’ Will not the 
men of the world and hypocrites have their portion to- 
xether? If so, then it is in this life. Did not the pro- 
digal son take bis portion and waste it in this life? and 
did be not afterwards have his Father for his portion ? 
Worldly minded men, bypocrites, and prodigals heve a 
portion in this life, which they may spend in vain, or 
possess wilhout soul satisfying enjoyment. ‘They must 
have the Lord for their portion in order to be truly 
bappy. 

Worldly minded Adam found a miserable portion on 
the day of transgression. But God said nothing about 
evil cowing upow bim after he returned to the dust.-- 
ihe wages of sin was the death he felt in his soul. ‘To 
he carbally winded is death. But the promise thut the 
seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head, 
might raise a hope in Adasm’s breast, that he should 
awake from the dust in God’s likeness. Adam was @ 
prodigal Son, but his Father met bim in mercy. 

Worldly ainded David bad a wretched portion, wher 
he cowwitted adullery and murder, He, like a bypo- 
crite with a beam in his own eye, judged and condemn - 
ed the man, who had taken his neighbor’s ewe lamb, 
while be was guilty of a thousand-fold more aggravated 
offences by murdering, in a deceitful munner, his vai- 
rant captain and robbing him of the companion of hij: 
youth. Yet David, after baving been severely punisl, - 
ed fer bis heinous offences, hoped to awake to holiness, 
and to be satisfied in God’s likeness, 

Prov. x. 28, ** The hope of the righteous shall be 
gladness: but the expectation of the wicked sha!! 
perish.” 

Remark.—This is true in this life; but nothing is 
said, respecting another state of existence. The wick- 
ed, or those who do wickedly, expect happiness in se 
doing, but they are disappointed. When people hop 
to be happy in doing right, they are not disappointed ; 
but are made glad. 

Prov. xiv. 32, ** The wicked is driven away in lis 
wickedness but the righteous hath hope in his death.’ 

Remark.—Every person, possessed with a wicked 
temper, is unprepared to die comfortable. But a per- 
son with a righteous dispesition, may rejoice in hope 
when called out of this world. For sin brings guilt and 
fear to the mind, while love produces hope and joy.— 
Nothing is here said abont never-ending torment. 

Dan. xii. 2, ** And many of thew that sleep in the 
dust of (he earth shall awake: some to everlasting hile, 
and some to shame and everlasting contenipt ” 

Remark.—\n Canu’s Bible we are referred so Ezekic! 
xxxvi. 11, 12, **So | prophecied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived ans! 
stood upon their feet, au exceeding great ermy.”? This 
was a political or spiritual resurrection. 
surrection, Jesus seems to aljude, in the passage quot: « 
by Mr. F. John v. 29, ** All that are in their graves 
shall come forth: they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil unto 


To such a re 


the resurrection of damnation.” By comparing these 
passages. it appears that (he Common opinion, respecting 
them, is not correct. What Daniel predicted, and 
whet Jesus said should take place when the Sen of 
God should raise the dead, eppears to have token place 


when the believing Jews were awakened, and raised te 
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spiritual life; and the unbelieving Jews awaked and 
arose to oppose Christ and hie froth, and so were cost | 
away in contempt, and condemned or damned to en, 
fe that believeth not is cons, 
They | 


A time 


everlasting punishment. 
demned already. He that doubteth is damued. 
now experience what Daniel foretold, sit. 1. 
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, | 
even to that same time. ‘The same distressing scene | 
Christ mentions, Mark xiv. 19. For in those days shall | 
be affliction, euch as was not from the beginning of the | 
rreation, which God created, unto this time, neither) 
shall be. Then was fulfilled what Christ predicted, 
luke xxi. For these be the days of ven- 
evance—for there shall be great distress in the land, 
and wrath upon the people. And they shall fall by the 
edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into 
ali nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, unéil the times of the Gentiles be fulfil-) 
-d. God's covenant people, the Jews, were cast away 
trom being his people, till the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in: so all Isrsel shall be saved. So Paul testifes, | 
xi. For if the casting away of them be the re 
conciling of the world; what shall the receiving of 
‘hem be, but life from the dead. 

Their punishment is said to be everlasting, in the 
same sense, that their possession of Canaan was an ev 
erlasting possession; the priesthood of Aaron an ever 
justing priesthood ; and the covenant of circumcision 
But as these ever- 
lasting things have passed away, so the everlasting pun- 
isbment of the wicked unbeheving Jews will come to 
410n and 


22— 24. 
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Lom. 


an everlasting covenant, Gen, xvii. 


~——— 


Fir the deliverer shall come out ot 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob, Rom. xi. 
Mat. ii. 12, ** He wiil gather his wheat into the gar 
ner; and burn up the chaff with unquenchable tre.” 
Phe evidently took place, when some of the Jews were 
brought to beheve in Jesus, and others were destroyed 


on end. 


by fiery judgments which they could not escape.— 
These judgments were m this world. But though for 
wise purposes, even the conversion of the Gentiles to! 
the faith of Christ, the Jewish nation were concluded | 
in unbelief, yet God will have mercy upon thew att| 
fiom. si. 32. He hath concluded them all in unbelief, | 
that he might have mercy upon all. | 

Mat. vii. 13, 14. ** Wide is the gate and broad is the | 
way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
who go in thereat; because strait is the gate, and nar 
row is the way that leadeth unto life, aud few there be 
that find it.” 

Remark.—t is agreeale to find our opposers assent- 
ing to the truth. No Hopkeusian will admit that this 
text will be applicable to the millenium, or the eternal 
world: For they suppose that many more will be sav- 
ed than lost in those states. According to them the 
passage must be understood as applying to the time, in 
which Jesus lived on the earth, or at least to times pre- 
ceding the mellenium state. Hence, the wide gate and 
broad way, which led to destruction, was the way of 
the scribes and pharisees who sought justification by 
the deeds of the law, while they transgressed the law ; 
and the straight gate and narrow way, which led to 
life, the way of faith in Jesus Christ, which compara- 
lively few walked in while he was upon earth, Mis- 
applying text of scripture has been very injurious to the 
cause of truth in all ages of the church. 
to be turning the truth of God into a lie. 

It was necessary that the Jewish nation should be 
blinded that the scriptures might be fulfilled. 
was predicted, Isa. vi. 9,11. But the prophet asks 
how long? And the Lord answered, Until the cities 
be wasted without inhabitant, &c. 











This seems 
So it 


This agrees with 
38,39 Behola 

For I say unto 
you, ye shall not see me henceforth, (ll ye shall vay 
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. — 
From these texts, it appears, that God has merey in 
store for the hardened, reprobated Jews. $8. Even 
the very persons, to whom Jesus said, ** Ye cerpents, 


the prediction of Jesus, Mat. xxiii. 
your honse is left unto you desolate, 





Ut eae 

ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the dumuna- 
tion of bell.” 

Mat vii. 21, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 

Remark.—Here is no idea of people being saved by 
grace. Vhe kingdom of heaven means the gospel is- 
pensation, which is generally designated by this name. 
See Mat. xx. | and 25; 1. Many are looking out for 
the coming of the Lord, Messiah, to give thema world- 
ly kingdom, but when he appeared, none received him 


asa spiritual king, but those who were disposed to do 


the will of God. The consequence was, they were 
shut out of this kingdom. This kingdom was taken 
from them and gisen to the Gentiles. But the law is 
not against the promises. Those, who reject Christ, 
were condemned by the law, under the ministration © 
condemnation. But Paul testified, that as the first fruit 
was holy, the lump was also holy ; and as the root was 
holy, #0 wae the branches. Rom. xi. 16, In due time 
those, who were shut out, sbal] be received and bless 
the Lord. 


Mat. viii. 11, 12, ** Many shall come from the enst | 


and from the west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven ; but 
the children of the kingdom shall be casi out into out- 
er darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth,” 


Remark.—All this agrees 
and observations. 


with the foregoing texts 
Here the casting away of the Jews 
from the gospel and the receiving the Gentiles are 
But no one can suppose, that 
Are 
the children of the kingdom of glory to be cast into 
endless misery ? 


strikingly expressed, 
these things were to take place in another world, 


They were cust out of the gospel 
kingdom in time; but not out of heaven in eternity. — 
Can any one imagine that people will weep and gnash 


their teeth in spiritual bodies ? 


This may, literally, 
take placein this world, while people endure the mise 
ries of guilt and unbelief: but not in another. 

Mat. xin. 30, ** Gather ye first the tares, and bins 
them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 
into my barn.” 

Remark,— Vere is figuratively set forth, the peace 
and safety of these who believe the word of Christ ; and 
the misery and destruction, which should come opon 
unbelievers of that generation. When the Jews were 
shut op in Jerusalem, and the other strong holds of Ju- 
dah, by the Romans, they were very literally bound in 
bundles to be burned. 

Mat. xiii. 40—43, ** The Son of man shall! eend forth 
his angels, and they shall gather ont of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity, and 
shall cast them into a furnace of fire; there shal! be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth; then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom of their Father.” 

Remark.—By comparing this passage with Ezek. 
xxii, 19—22, we may learn where this was to take 
** Therefore thus saith the Lord God; hecanse 
ye are all become dross, behold, therefore, | will gather 
you unto the midst of Jerusalem. 


place. 


As they gather sil- 
ver, and brass, and jron, and lead, and tin into the 
midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt 
it; so will | gather vou in mine anger, and in my fury, 
und will leave you there, aud melt you.” 

What was predicted in the above text, evidently 
took place inthis world. As it was fulfilled here, ther: 
seems to be no necessity to extend if to another stat: 
fesistence. The Son of van sent forth his angels o1 
ministers with his gospel, some were prepered far the 
furnace of fire; and others were pre peared to shine as 
lights in the world. to bring the Gentiles to glorify 


™" 


their Father in heaven, 

Mat. xii. 47— 53, ** The kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a net that g there: fish of every kind, which when 
it was full, they drew to shore aud sat down, and gath- 
ered the good into vessels, aud cast the bad away. So 


shall it Le in the end of the world: the angels shall 


fapne 


f' pot yet. 





} shall cast them into the furnace of fire ; there shalt 


“Not every one that eaith Lord, Lord, be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 
but he that | 


Remark.—This parable respected the same time al- 
luded to in the Jast, 


gospel dispensation. 


The kingdom of heaven is the 
The end of the world, the end of 
the Jewish age, or dispensation. [1 is inferred, because 
| Christ said these things should take place at the eng 
| of the world, he meant the end of time, or in eternity, 

But it must be evident to the candid, that Christ qieant 

the end of the Mosaic or law dispensation. Whoever 
will carefelly read the 24th of Matthew will find that 
Christ specks of the end of the world as taking place ig 
In answer to the question put by the 
| disciples to their master, Jesus says, verse 6, the end is 
14, 
33. Know that it is near, 


| that generation. 


13. He that shall endure unto the end, 
shall 


babe at the doors, 


i Then the end come. 
Verily | say unto you, this genera. 
tion shel] not pass, till all these things be fulfilled, 

So we must understand the term, end of the world in 
Heb. ix. 26. Now once in the end of the world, hath 
he appeared to put eway sin ty the sacrifice of himself, 
And LCer x. Li By the wreked we are to understand 
the unbelieving Jews. By the gust the believers in Je 


sus, For the just shali live by faith. 
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SELECTED. 
Out of the depths of woe 
To thee, O Lord, | ery ; 
Darktess surrounds me, but | know 


that Thou art ever nigh. 


Then hearken to my voice, 
Give ear to my complaint; 
‘Thou bi’ st the mourniig soul rcjoiee, 


Thou comtortest the faint, 


I cast wy hope on Thee, 
Thou canst, iheu wilt forgive ; 
Wert Thon to mark iniquity, 
Who in thy sight could live? 


Humbly on Thee I wait, 
Confessing all my sin; 

Lord, | am knocking at thy gate ; 
Open, and take me in. 


Like them, whose longing eyes 
Watch, till the morning star 

(Though late and seen through tempests iise;) 
Heaven’s portals to unbar:— 


Like them | watch and pray, 
And though it tarry long, 

Catch the first gleam of welcome day, 
Then burst into a song. 


Glory to God above ; 
The waters soon will cease, 
For, lo! the swift returning dove 
Brings home the sign of peace. 


Thongh storms his face obscure, 
And dangers threaten Joud, 
Jehovah’s covenant ts sure, 


llis bow is in the cloud. 
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come forth, and sever the wicked from among the Just 











